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BLADE BLOG

A gay ole time 

This weekend I went to Town for the first time. Granted, it was long overdue, but being an old married lady, I'm 
not one much for the clubs any more.

I, unexpectedly, had a blast.

 
I'd always heard from my various indie queer friends how boring Town is, how typical, how the music sucks, etc., 
but I'd harbored suspicions that some of these people just enjoy casting Ed Bailey and Town as the arch-fiend 
of Washington's gay nightlife scene because of its overwhelming popularity.

 
What I think really works about the club is that it's multi-faceted. Although the upstairs room's music wasn't my 
cup of tea (typical sounds, not very innovative to my ear), downstairs was great and a lot less pretentious thanks 
to DJ Wess.  
The thing that they've really got right is that there are drag shows and also performances by hip-hop dance troupe 
X-Faction. This made the entire evening a great time (especially Shi-Queeta Lee's incredible mid-number 
costume change) and added a special element to the entire club.

 
There were a number of swimmers from the International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics Championships at the club, and 
I saw a handful of the cuties who were up dancing on platforms at the IGLA competition the next day.

 
I was one of the judges for the drag relays and the synchronized swimming event, titled the Pink Flamingoes. 
The hostess with the most-est (extra points to the show queen out there who knows what musical that 
common phrase appears in — hint, think Ethel Merman) was none other than Barbara Bush-whacker (née Team D.
C. Presdient Brent Minor), who was full of her usual laugh-out-loud entertaining quips.

 
There were two relay races — one where contestants had to wear outfits found in a bag at the head of each 
lane (sequined cowboy hats, wigs, even a wedding dress were found in the bags) and the other race was 
where people came already dressed for the event (my favorite was a West Hollywood contingent that 
featured Madonna, Paris Hilton and her dog).

 
After the relays (and my recovering from a fear that the man in the wedding dress would be dragged to his death, 
a la Ophelia), I judged the synchronized swimming and dance-off between the Philadelphia and Long Beach 
teams. Those Californians won hands-down among the judges. Dressed as primitive peoples of some unknown 
jungle locale, the "natives" captured our commander in chief after Air Force One made an emergency landing in 
this tropical wilderness.

 
Dancing on deck and in the water, they got him into a large pot, seasoned him with salt and pepper and cooked 
him up, punctuated on the last note of music by the unfurling of a "Mission Accomplished" banner.
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The audience and the judges jumped to their feet at the end with wild cheers.

 
It was a wonderfully gay weekend (enhanced by my going to my weekly Sunday haunt, the Dupont Farmer's 
Market, and nearly shrieking upon seeing fresh fava beans).
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