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Bowting for Friendship
Local athlete finds life after tragedy

Published on Augusl 34, 2047

Cecilia C-C." Ford hascomea long way since losang her partne., Delores Oee" Smrth,last year. Smith died fion causes that
remain obscure, Ford Eays, beca!6e Smi$'s family denied lheir relalionship and conlinue to ke€p her in the da*. More lhan a
year laler, Ford is working again and keeping a positive oullook on life.

In addilion to hunchiflg \ /ashinglon D.C.'6 L€agu6 of \ rom€n 8owle.s, and diiching retiroment to retum to O-C.'s elemenlary
6a*1ools as a physical oducalion teecher, th6 s&yesr-old €sidont of Northeasl is also celebrating lhe inclusion of her league in
th6 fall eclilion of Us8owrer, a nationally clrdiated magazino for avid bowlerc.

"lt's such a wond€rtul tim€ in my lifs right now," she 8eys. 'They 6ay lhat you don I starl lMng until the second haf of your lite,
and eveMhing thal I should've kno ,n lhen, I know n()w. ll's a wonderful life and lhe people I've encounlered along the way
helped to make this so wonderful."

Those people include padicipanb in lhe loagu6, who according lo Ford are "gg.2 percenf gay. The loague itself i6 brok€fi
down into seven teams, including three players in each, who played for 32 weeks during the 200G2007 season.

Ford is $e aeasurer, s€cretery and cobunder of lhe group. Her effrcrts w€re highlighted in USBowb/s "Legal Secretari4"
6€ctiofl, which inlroduces readers lo irl6a9 6nd problein-solving solrJtions ihst l€ague s€cretarieB face.

Ford's idea to hoit a banquet for the L€ague of Wom€n Bo$d€rs, in lele Jun€, in whici Bhe awarded esc+l player with
peasonalized awards, bo/vling pim and other pdzes, was th6 subject of the artide.

"l want€d lo do something special for them," she Eays of her teammates.

"They were so de6erving because we wenl lhrough a lot trying to get lhb l€6gue going this year, and lhey suNived the whole
year and they came out on lop as winners, and are very proud of themseve3..-. Wth allthe negativity going on in the world
today, it felt so good to see so many people happy."

The new season for the League of Wofien Bowlel.s Hd<s dl at 2 p.m. on Suncley, SapL 9, at the AMF LaurelLanes, 1fl13
Ball4tflotu Avenue, North Laulel, Mcl. For mo@ infotmation, or to join the 2@7-2OOB league, visit
http //leagueofwanenbawlers ory or call 202'(N7-3918.
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